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(C) 27,000,000 illiterate adults; and 
(D) 30,000,000 people for whom English is a 

second language. 
(7) Over the past 5 years, student enroll-

ment in programs that train court reporters 
to become realtime writers has decreased 
significantly, causing such programs to close 
on many campuses. 
SEC. 203. AUTHORIZATION OF GRANT PROGRAM 

TO PROMOTE TRAINING AND JOB 
PLACEMENT OF REALTIME WRIT-
ERS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The National Tele-
communications and Information Adminis-
tration shall make competitive grants to eli-
gible entities under subsection (b) to pro-
mote training and placement of individuals, 
including individuals who have completed a 
court reporting training program, as 
realtime writers in order to meet the re-
quirements for closed captioning of video 
programming set forth in section 723 of the 
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 613) 
and the rules prescribed thereunder. 

(b) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—For purposes of 
this title, an eligible entity is a court report-
ing program that— 

(1) can document and demonstrate to the 
Secretary of Commerce that it meets min-
imum standards of educational and financial 
accountability, with a curriculum capable of 
training realtime writers qualified to pro-
vide captioning services; 

(2) is accredited by an accrediting agency 
recognized by the Department of Education; 
and 

(3) is participating in student aid programs 
under title IV of the Higher Education Act of 
1965. 

(c) PRIORITY IN GRANTS.—In determining 
whether to make grants under this section, 
the Secretary of Commerce shall give a pri-
ority to eligible entities that, as determined 
by the Secretary of Commerce— 

(1) possess the most substantial capability 
to increase their capacity to train realtime 
writers; 

(2) demonstrate the most promising col-
laboration with local educational institu-
tions, businesses, labor organizations, or 
other community groups having the poten-
tial to train or provide job placement assist-
ance to realtime writers; or 

(3) propose the most promising and innova-
tive approaches for initiating or expanding 
training and job placement assistance efforts 
with respect to realtime writers. 

(d) DURATION OF GRANT.—A grant under 
this section shall be for a period of two 
years. 

(e) MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF GRANT.—The 
amount of a grant provided under subsection 
(a) to an entity eligible may not exceed 
$1,500,000 for the two-year period of the grant 
under subsection (d). 
SEC. 204. APPLICATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—To receive a grant under 
section 203, an eligible entity shall submit an 
application to the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administration at 
such time and in such manner as the Admin-
istration may require. The application shall 
contain the information set forth under sub-
section (b). 

(b) INFORMATION.—Information in the ap-
plication of an eligible entity under sub-
section (a) for a grant under section 203 shall 
include the following: 

(1) A description of the training and assist-
ance to be funded using the grant amount, 
including how such training and assistance 
will increase the number of realtime writers. 

(2) A description of performance measures 
to be utilized to evaluate the progress of in-
dividuals receiving such training and assist-
ance in matters relating to enrollment, com-
pletion of training, and job placement and 
retention. 

(3) A description of the manner in which 
the eligible entity will ensure that recipients 
of scholarships, if any, funded by the grant 
will be employed and retained as realtime 
writers. 

(4) A description of the manner in which 
the eligible entity intends to continue pro-
viding the training and assistance to be 
funded by the grant after the end of the 
grant period, including any partnerships or 
arrangements established for that purpose. 

(5) A description of how the eligible entity 
will work with local workforce investment 
boards to ensure that training and assistance 
to be funded with the grant will further local 
workforce goals, including the creation of 
educational opportunities for individuals 
who are from economically disadvantaged 
backgrounds or are displaced workers. 

(6) Additional information, if any, of the 
eligibility of the eligible entity for priority 
in the making of grants under section 203(c). 

(7) Such other information as the Adminis-
tration may require. 
SEC. 205. USE OF FUNDS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—An eligible entity receiv-
ing a grant under section 203 shall use the 
grant amount for purposes relating to the re-
cruitment, training and assistance, and job 
placement of individuals, including individ-
uals who have completed a court reporting 
training program, as realtime writers, in-
cluding— 

(1) recruitment; 
(2) subject to subsection (b), the provision 

of scholarships; 
(3) distance learning; 
(4) development of curriculum to more ef-

fectively train realtime writing skills, and 
education in the knowledge necessary for the 
delivery of high-quality closed captioning 
services; 

(5) assistance in job placement for upcom-
ing and recent graduates with all types of 
captioning employers; 

(6) encouragement of individuals with dis-
abilities to pursue a career in realtime writ-
ing; and 

(7) the employment and payment of per-
sonnel for such purposes. 

(b) SCHOLARSHIPS.— 
(1) AMOUNT.—The amount of a scholarship 

under subsection (a)(2) shall be based on the 
amount of need of the recipient of the schol-
arship for financial assistance, as deter-
mined in accordance with part F of title IV 
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1087kk). 

(2) AGREEMENT.—Each recipient of a schol-
arship under subsection (a)(2) shall enter 
into an agreement with the National Tele-
communications and Information Adminis-
tration to provide realtime writing services 
for a period of time (as determined by the 
Administration) that is appropriate (as so 
determined) for the amount of the scholar-
ship received. 

(3) COURSEWORK AND EMPLOYMENT.—The 
Administration shall establish requirements 
for coursework and employment for recipi-
ents of scholarships under subsection (a)(2), 
including requirements for repayment of 
scholarship amounts in the event of failure 
to meet such requirements for coursework 
and employment. Requirements for repay-
ment of scholarship amounts shall take into 
account the effect of economic conditions on 
the capacity of scholarship recipients to find 
work as realtime writers. 

(c) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—The recipient 
of a grant under section 203 may not use 
more than 5 percent of the grant amount to 
pay administrative costs associated with ac-
tivities funded by the grant. 

(d) SUPPLEMENT NOT SUPPLANT.—Grants 
amounts under this title shall supplement 
and not supplant other Federal or non-Fed-

eral funds of the grant recipient for purposes 
of promoting the training and placement of 
individuals as realtime writers 
SEC. 206. REPORTS. 

(a) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Each eligible entity 
receiving a grant under section 203 shall sub-
mit to the National Telecommunications 
and Information Administration, at the end 
of each year of the grant period, a report on 
the activities of such entity with respect to 
the use of grant amounts during such year. 

(b) REPORT INFORMATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Each report of an entity 

for a year under subsection (a) shall include 
a description of the use of grant amounts by 
the entity during such year, including an as-
sessment by the entity of the effectiveness of 
activities carried out using such funds in in-
creasing the number of realtime writers. The 
assessment shall utilize the performance 
measures submitted by the entity in the ap-
plication for the grant under section 204(b). 

(2) FINAL REPORT.—The final report of an 
entity on a grant under subsection (a) shall 
include a description of the best practices 
identified by the entity as a result of the 
grant for increasing the number of individ-
uals who are trained, employed, and retained 
in employment as realtime writers. 
SEC. 207. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this title, amounts as follows: 

(1) $20,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2004, 
2005, and 2006. 

(2) Such sums as may be necessary for fis-
cal year 2007. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF MICHAEL O. 
LEAVITT TO BE ADMINISTRATOR 
OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PRO-
TECTION AGENCY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to executive session to 
consider Executive Calendar No. 405, 
the nomination of Michael O. Leavitt, 
of Utah, to be Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

send a cloture motion on the pending 
nomination to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of Rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on Executive 
Calendar No. 405, the nomination of Michael 
O. Leavitt, to be administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency. 

Bill Frist, James M. Inhofe, Orrin G. 
Hatch, Conrad Burns, Judd Gregg, Ben 
Nighthorse Campbell, Michael B. Enzi, 
Wayne Allard, George Allen, Don Nick-
les, John Sununu, Lamar Alexander, 
John Warner, Robert F. Bennett, Mitch 
McConnell, Jeff Sessions, and Lindsey 
Graham. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the clo-
ture vote occur at 5:30 p.m., Monday, 
October 27; further, that the live 
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quorum, as required under rule XXII, 
be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate return to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

DESIGNATING OCTOBER 27, 2003, AS 
‘‘INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOM DAY’’ 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 251, which was intro-
duced by Senator BROWNBACK earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 251) designating Octo-

ber 27, 2003, as ‘‘International Religious 
Freedom Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I 
rise to urge my colleagues and the 
American people to seriously consider 
the state of religious freedom around 
the globe. 

Exactly 5 years ago we passed 
groundbreaking legislation aimed at 
combating international religious per-
secution. The International Religious 
Freedom Act of 1998 only established 
the U.S. Commission on Religious 
Freedom and the International Reli-
gious Freedom Office at the Depart-
ment of State, but it brought the issue 
of the religious persecution to the fore-
front of foreign policy initiatives. Reli-
gious persecution remains one of the 
leading violations of human rights in 
our world today. It is particularly im-
portant that on the 5 year anniversary 
of the passage of this bill, we remind 
the world of our commitment to pro-
mote religious liberty for all people. 

This Nation, founded by those seek-
ing to adopt, believe, worship, observe, 
teach, and practice their religion, has 
declared in the first amendment that, 
‘‘Congress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof 
. . .’’ And over time, the United States 
was joined by other countries in sign-
ing numerous declaration and inter-
national agreements specifically ac-
knowledging the universal human right 
to freedom of religion. 

Despite the great achievements we 
have made concerning religious lib-
erty, we can not close the book on the 
millions that still suffer persecution. I 
remind my colleagues that persecution 
often includes imprisonment, torture, 
forced conversion, rape and even death. 
In Vietnam, Christians are forced to 
drink the blood of animals and de-
nounce their faith. In Uzbekistan, Mus-

lims who do not conform to the govern-
ment-prescribed ideas are imprisoned 
and often tortured. Thousands of reli-
gious minorities in India have been 
killed by extremist majority groups be-
cause of their faith. We continue to 
hear stories from China, North Korea, 
Sudan, Indonesia, Laos, Pakistan, 
Turkmenistan, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, 
Burma, Tibet, and the list goes on. 

The people of Afghanistan and Iraq 
are currently faced with the challenge 
of incorporating religious freedom into 
the drafting of their new constitutions. 
As I have said before, religious freedom 
is the bedrock upon which democracy, 
hope and progress rest. Additionally, 
religious freedom is more than just the 
ability to practice one’s faith, but it is 
central to other rights and freedoms, 
including a free press, public assembly, 
freedom of speech or the right to peti-
tion the government. All of these free-
doms will be circumscribed if religious 
freedom is not part of the new con-
stitutions being drafted in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. The time is ripe to unite and 
continue our work on behalf of the mil-
lions that have endured their own 
plight from religious persecution. 

As we remember our victory 5 years 
ago, let us not forget the crucial work 
on religious liberty that remains at the 
forefront of foreign policy today. I hope 
that this resolution calling for the des-
ignation of ‘‘International Religious 
Freedom Day’’ on October 27, 2003 can 
be quickly considered and approved by 
my colleagues. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating to the resolution be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 251) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 251 

Whereas the people of the United States 
enjoy and respect the freedom of religion and 
believe that the fundamental rights of all in-
dividuals shall be recognized; 

Whereas fundamental human rights, in-
cluding the right to freedom of thought, con-
science, and religion, are protected in nu-
merous international agreements and dec-
larations; 

Whereas religious freedom is an absolute 
human right and all people are entitled to do 
with their own souls as they choose; 

Whereas the right to freedom of religion is 
expressed in the Declaration on the Elimi-
nation of All Forms of Intolerance and Dis-
crimination Based on Religion or Belief, 
adopted and proclaimed by the United Na-
tions General Assembly Resolution 36/55 of 
November 22, 1981; the Helsinki Accords; the 
International Covenant on Civil and Polit-
ical Rights, done at New York on December 
16, 1966, and entered into force March 23, 1976; 
the United Nations Charter; and the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted 
and proclaimed by the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly Resolution 217(A)(III) of De-
cember 10, 1984; 

Whereas the freedom for all individuals to 
adopt, believe, worship, observe, teach, and 
practice a religion individually or collec-
tively has been explicitly articulated in Ar-
ticle 18 of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and Article 18(1) of the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights; 

Whereas religious persecution is not con-
fined to a country, a region, or a regime; but 
whereas all governments should provide and 
protect religious liberty; 

Whereas nearly half of the people in the 
world are continually denied or restricted in 
the right to believe or practice their faith; 

Whereas religious persecution often in-
cludes confinement, separation, humiliation, 
rape, enslavement, forced conversion, im-
prisonment, torture, and death; 

Whereas October 27, 2003, marks the 5th an-
niversary of the signing of the International 
Religious Freedom Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6401 
et seq.), creating the Office of International 
Religious Freedom in the Department of 
State and the United States Commission on 
International Religious Freedom and result-
ing in a greater awareness of religious perse-
cution both in the United States and abroad; 
and 

Whereas the United States recognizes the 
need for additional domestic and inter-
national attention and action to promote re-
ligious liberty: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates October 27, 2003, as ‘‘Inter-

national Religious Freedom Day’’; and 
(2) requests that the President issue a 

proclamation— 
(A) calling for a renewed commitment to 

eliminating violations of the internationally 
recognized right to freedom of religion and 
protecting fundamental human rights; and 

(B) calling upon the people of the United 
States and interested groups and organiza-
tions to observe International Religious 
Freedom Day with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE DR. SAMUEL D. 
HARRIS NATIONAL MUSEUM OF 
DENTISTRY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.J. Res. 52, which is at the 
desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the joint resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 52) recog-

nizing the Dr. Samuel D. Harris National 
Museum of Dentistry, an affiliate of the 
Smithsonian Institution in Baltimore, Mary-
land, as the official national museum of den-
tistry in the United States. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the joint resolu-
tion. 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, H.J. 
Res. 52 recognizes the Dr. Samuel D. 
Harris National Museum of Dentistry 
in Baltimore as the official national 
museum of dentistry in the United 
States. It passed the House unani-
mously and is a companion measure to 
legislation I introduced in the Senate, 
together with Senator MIKULSKI, S.J. 
Res. 12. 

The principal purpose of this legisla-
tion is to help educate the public about 
the critical importance of oral health 
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